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THE BISHOP’ LETTER. 


THE BisHoP’ s House, 
CHENGTU, 


5th February, 1935. 


My Dear Fasenps, 
My last letter was written from 


whilst waiting for the weather to moderate suff- 
ciently to allow the return journey by car to 


Chengtu to be attempted. But waiting was in vain, 
and the car had to be left and later taken down to 
Chunking to be placed on sale, whilst I myself 
journeyed to Chengtu afoot. The. greater part of 
this six days’.journey provided me with by far the 
worst experience of nearly thirty years of travel in 
this country. The state of the roads after con- 
tinuous rain was beyond eraeription, and I must 


leave it at that. 


Visit to Pingwu. After a of days 
in Chengtu dealing with the usual accumulation of 
business after a long absence, I set out with Mr. 
Bazire for a visit to his missionary sphere in the 
far North. The journey provided opportunities for 
happy visits to be paid to stations en route, and 
Confirmations were held in Hanchow, Mienchow | 
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and Chongpa. North of Chongpa brought me new 
- thrills in my Szechwan life, for I had not previously 
gone up the beautiful valley with its magnificent 
- scenery, nor had I been subject previously to the | 
high degree of uncertainty that exists on a bandit- 
infested road. Our plans had to be altered when we 
were informed that the Pingwu official definitely | 
forbade our journey to Ts’ingchuan, and we were 

delayed in a very small village off the main road 
_ waiting for an escort said to be necessary, as un- 
doubtedly it was. However, we ultimately reached 
Pingwu, and there I spent some days of happy 
intercourse with my colleagues who are engaged on 
what is one of the hardest and least attractive tasks, 
I think, in the whole diocese. This, however, they 
are essaying with great courage, and I feel confi- 
dent that their faithful perseverance will before 
long be amply rewarded. I was able to go with Mr. 
-Bazire up the Songpan valley as far as Shui-ching- 
pu, and. also spent two evenings at Kucheng, so 
that I had an opportunity of seeing most of the 
work in the Pingwu parish. Opium and other forms 
of sin have taken their toll of the church members, 
but there is, I believe, a strong nucleus which we 
trust will afford the foundation on which may be 
built a Church to the glory of God. It is a great 
help to me personally to think. of the bright and 
happy family hfe in that difficult and in many 
_ ways disappointing centre. Isolation does not daunt 
their courage, but I hope, none the less, that plans 
whereby this isolation may be ‘alleviated may 
have the fullest consideration—plans whereby that 
whole region may also have greater opportunity 
of being brought within the sound of the Gospel. 


The return journey was fraught with increased 
risk from brigands, who on that road are both 
numerous and violent, and it was with relief that 
Chongpa was reached with safety. Since then the 
situation in this respect has become worse rather 
than better, and our missionary colleagues in 
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Pingwu have found the greatest difficulty in pro-— 
curing necessary household supplies, one load from 
Chongpa having been taken by the robbers. The 
delay at Pingwu whilst I had to wait for an escort- 
on my return made it impossible for me to follow 
my original plan of visiting Anhsien and its out- 


stations, and I returned to Chengtu direct. 


Western sub-Synod. I was able to spend some 


five or six weeks at home after my return—the — 


longest period since I first came to the diocese; and 
this made it possible for me to become more closely 


acquainted with many fellow missionaries at work 
in Chengtu, a privilege I increasingly appreciate. 
In mid-January was held the meeting of the 


Western sub-Synod in Mienchu, and as Mr. Smalley 
has very kindly written on this interesting subject 


I need not add much here, except to say with what 
satisfaction I noted the attendance in greater num- 
bers than usual of the lay delegates, and the intel- 


_ ligent interest they took in all the proceedings. As 
they gain in experience this will be increasingly 


the case, and if, as | trust, approval is given to 


- slight modifications in the Diocesan Constitution, 
the paid workers of the Church, apart from the _ 


clergy, will take a part proportionately smaller as 
that of the lay delegates grows. 

The day of free discussions with which the 
Synod opened was an innovation, and I think the 
experiment was justified. The ‘subjects brought 
forward on that day were many and varied, but 
to my pleasant surprise concerned almost entirely 
the work for which the Church exists, and not, as 
I almost anticipated, the personal affairs of the 
workers; though these were by no means ignored 
when committee recommendations were discussed 
later in the gathering. There was a feeling of con- 


fidence as we dispersed, and if, as we pray, a period 
free from violent interruption is before us, we may 


look forward by God’s blessing to a year of tod 
gress. 
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C.M.S. Conference. The sub-Synod meetings 
were immediately followed by a short gathering of 
the C.M.S. Conference. The business with which 
this body deals is naturally becoming less as the 
Chinese Church, with the full approval of the 
Society, is assuming greater responsibility. Impor- 
tant recommendations were discussed with regard 
to the part the Mission may suitably take in the 
work of the West China Union University; and 
what gave me personally the greatest pleasure was — 
the definite encouragement given towards plans for 
Church Unity which it is hoped may be before the | 
Church in this region in the not distant future. 
This supremely important matter was discussed by 
the Szechwan Christian Council at its annual 
meeting shortly before, and sympathetic reception 
was given the proposal that we should at least study 
and pray together and seek to understand the 
present position and future possibilities. To be 
perfectly candid, I do not think that outside our 
own. communion there is any very great urge 
towards. reunion of the Churches in this part of 
China at least, but that does not mean that the 
weakness consequent on disunion is any the less 
harmful. A sick person is in no less danger 

because of ignorance of his actual condition. 


The Political Situation. This, in the opinion 
of most people who understand, is definitely more 
_ Immediately serious than it was when I last wrote. 
Since then there has come into the province a huge 
horde of Cummunist soldiers from central Kiangsi, 
from which region, after about six or seven years, 
they were dislodged in the autumn of last year by 
the Central:Government armies. After crossing my 
old diocese of Kwangsi-Hunan, where the Church 
suffered no inconsiderable loss, this army, in spite 
_ of all opposition, marched steadily across Kweichow 
from south-east to north-west. According to the 
latest news they are now in Southern Szechwan 
within forty miles of the Yangtze. The number 
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5 
of these troops has been variously estimated, but 
probably amounts to no fewer than 60,000. They 
have marched continuously for three or four months 
over a route covering more than 1,700 English 
miles, fighting continuously all the time. The 
weak and unfit have naturally fallen out by the 
way,.and many have undoubtedly been killed in 
action, but they are still a formidable force. In 
the North of the Province no place has been re- 
covered since last I wrote, and the Reds have con- 
tinually been attacking, especially on the ‘Kaaling | 


river front, where, during the last week or two, 


they have had a certain measure of success in the 
immediate vicinity of Kwangyuan and Chaohua, 
which cities are, it would seem, surrounded by 
them at the present moment. The neighbourhood: 
of Paoning has also been the scene of very fierce 


fighting during the last week or two, the result 


of which has been that the enemy is entrenched in 
positions slightly nearer the city. | : 

- Although the present situation is so serious, 
it does not seem probable that there will be general 
collapse of the forces opposed to the Communists, - 


. or that these latter will be allowed to capture any 


cities of importance such as Chengtu or Chung- 
king. The Central Government is affording very 


considerable assistance both militarily and finan- 


cially, and there is well justified hope that after | 
the fruitful experience of anti-Communist cam- 
paigns in Kiangsi, the process of eliminating the 
Red menace from Szechwan may not be unduly ~ 
prolonged. It is not unduly pessimistic, however, 
to envisage for the Province as a whole, and par- 
ticularly the North and the South-West, a period of 
grave disturbance and unsettlement. 


The understanding prayers which we know are 


_ being offered continuously for us by friends and 


fellow workers at home bring us much confidence 
and encouragement. Although it is remotely pos- 
sible, I do not think that it is probable that further 
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evacuation will be necessary, though the need may a 
arise for workers here and there to withdraw for | 
a time from their posts. _ a 
In spite of all the unrest and the inevitable 
obsession by the political situation, there is much ~ 
for which to thank God in the steady progress of | 
the Church in many places, and I have been much 
cheered to learn of baptisms in considerabl 
numbers in places throughout the. diocese at Christ- 
mastide. Just now, also, I am trying to collect 
- the statistics for the whdle\ diocese for the past \ 
= year. These are not ‘yet complete for the whole 
field, but I have received \all\those from the con- |_—— 
gregations of the Western’ sub-Sy od area. They | \ | 
show a general advance over the figures of two | 
years ago of about 16 or 20. per cen i unfeignedly 
rejoice in this sign of God’s bless ng on the work 
mn of my colleagues, and partitularly of my revered 


workers, to which so many have been looking for- 
ward for a long time, has been most uncertain | 
owing to the unsettled condition of the province, =: 
and plans have had constantly to. be revised. The - 
latest news is that they have actuall¥eft Shanghai 
and are hoping to be in Wanhsien some time next 
week, though it is not unlikely that transport diffi- 
culties will have to be contended with above 
Ichang, and in the nature of the case their | 
itinerary will have to be decided on from point to 
point. I would again ask for prayer that their — 
coming may bring, if it be God’s will, the great 
blessing of revival of which we all stand i in need. _ 


Miss Wright. It was with sad surprise that ae 
we heard of the home-call three weeks ago of Miss ie | 
Ethel Wright, in Shanghai, just before she and her 

colleagues were to sail ‘for furlough. We had been. 

rejoicing over what seemed an answer to prayer — 
for her recovery from a further serious operation; _ 4 
nor must we. think even now that ¢ our prayers were | | 
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not answered for her who is now rejoicing in the 


presence of the Master. Miss Wright’s work in > 
many centres of East Szechwan, and particularly 
in Pachow, has been very fruitful ; her own devoted:’ 


Christian character has left its impress on the lives 


of. many of her Chinese sisters, and the sterling 
quality of her work in its abiding results cannot . 
be destroyed however violent may be the experience 


through which the Church in which she laboured 
has had or may have to pass. As we thank God for 


her labours we seek His comfort for her sorrowing 


father, who was hoping so soon to see her again, 


and for her closest colleagues who have borne so 
_ bravely with her the trials of the past few years. 


Archdeacon Boreham. The diocese has suffered 


_ another severe loss in the resignation, the news of 
which has just reached me, of Archdeacon 


Boreham, who has accepted the important post of 


Home Superintendent of the British and Foreign — 
Bible Society. Although I myself am the newest — 


of his colleagues it is impossible for me to’ speak 


too highly of the value of his work and Mrs. Bore-— 


ham’s for Western Szechwan during the past 
seventeen years. Adequate family reasons are the 


cause of their withdrawal for a time from this part 


of the field. We rejoice in the fruitful and impor- 
tant sphere which has opened up for the exercise 


_ of the Archdeacon’s outstanding abilities and 
devotion; and though it is with the utmost regret 


and sense of personal loss that I have accepted 


his resignation, I am sure that the cause we all - 


have at heart<avill not ultimately suffer owing to 


| his transfer to og branch of the same world- 
p 


wide work. Our yers, with thanksgiving, will 
follow him as he begins his new and arduous task. 


Personalia. In his account of the sub-Synod 
meetings, Mr. Smalley tells of the ‘‘ Farewell ”’ 
given to Miss Wells as she lays down her task of 


44 years. It has been among the highest of my 
privileges in coming to Szechwan to become Miss 
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Wells’ fellow worker, and it is with sincere regret, 


in spite of the well-earned rest to which she now 
goes, that I see her depart. Considerations of 


space prevent the full expression of all we in this 
part, of the world owe to Miss Wells, and in the © 


lives and work of many of the Chinese workers 
and leading Christians her own will long continue. 


- Her extraordinary vigour of both body and mind 
- after these many years of active service will still 
be devoted to the same cause, and we pray that 


in the days of retirement her opportunities may 
still be great. We know that-in accepting these 
will greatest joy. 


Mr. and Mrs. Donnithorne are leaving us, _ 


happily, for only a brief space, and wé shall look 
forward to their return after a normal furlough, 
when they will continue their important and highly 
successful work in Hanchow, and the Mission will 
regain Mr. Donnithorne’s most valuable guidance 
as Secretary of the C.M.S. Mission. . 

We are all, especially I myself, looking for- 
ward with the keenest anticipation to the visit of 
the Rev. and Mrs. Frank Houghton, who are again 
in this country in connection with the work of the 
former as Editorial Secretary of the China Inland 
Mission. It is most probable that they are now 


actually on their way up the Yangtze, and we are 


trusting that Szechwan may not become more 
seriously disturbed before they arrive, and so 


prevent our getting what I am sure will be very | 


great blessing through their visit. 

— The Rev. Ts’ai Fu-ts’u, of whom I wrote in my 
last letter, has decided, owing to the present dis- 
turbances, to accept the invitation of the Y.M.C.A. 
at Chunking, to serve as their. Evangelistic Sec- 
retary for a period of two years. after which time 


he hopes that conditions may be sufficiently settled 


for him to resume his work as itinerant evangelist 


and missioner. 
Yours in Christ’s service, 


JoHN HoLpen, Bishop. 
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IMPRESSIONS OF THE 
WESTERN SUB-SYNOD HELD 


In former years, quite a part of Synod business 


‘was concerned with the passing of resolutions 


which had been handed dewn as ‘‘ recommenda-— 
tions ”’ by the Conference of Missionaries, and 


there was a feeling that their acceptance by Synod. 


was largely a formality. Consequent upon this was — 
the unavoidable tendency to feel that the other 
items of business were relatively unimportant, as 
they had not engaged the careful consideration of — 
the missionaries. 

During the past few years we have been aiming 


at a reversal of this policy, and this year it was 


accomplished for the first time. The missionaries 
and their Chinese colleagues worked together, first 
in committees which had been elected by the Synod, 
and then in full Synod. Some of the suggestions 
brought forward by the committees were subjects 
of keen discussion—a fact which showed both the 
interest and the sense of responsibility of the body 
as a whole. One of the most important items of 
business handed over to the Synod was the control 
of all the available mission funds for our work in 
this area. The feeling that there were inexhaus- 
tible funds in the hands of: the Mission has pre- 
vailed for quite a long time, and it has to some 
extent been justified by the fact that where an 
amount allotted for a specific purpose has been 
exhausted, a further amount has been produced in 
cases of necessity (like a rabbit out of a hat) from 
some other fund. All available resources—in fact, - 
a woefully small amount—were now shown on the 
estimate, and a budget drawn up accordingly. It 
soon became evident that it was possible to increase 
one item of expenditure only if-another was cut 
down in the same proportion. Such possibilities 
were exceedingly few; in fact the item, ‘‘ Miscel- 
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-laneous,’’ which can usually include an amount— 


for unforeseen expenditure, is reckoned at the 

equivalent of about £4—not a very large amount 

for a whole Mission for a year. Bic ta 
A slight increase of salary was given to the 


_ Chinese clergy and evangelists, to make up a little 
. for the inadequate amount they receive; but at the 


same time it was ruled that under no circumstances 
were they to engage in other business in future. 
The reasons for former delinquency in this respect 
were perhaps twofold; first, an endeavour to 
augment an inadequate salary; and secondly, such 
discouragement in the work during recent years 


_ that there was a defeatist spirit in the Church; the 


minister felt that he was not wanted very much 
and that there was little to fill his time. Elected 
delegates were delighted to think that the pastor’s 


- time was to be given wholly to his office, and the 
decision was, on the whole, well accepted by the 


workers. 

Another decision calling for some self-sacrifice 
on the part of the workers was that most of them 
should change their sphere from one town to 
another. Such a change is not easy.for some who 
have to move their homes and leave friends and 
relations, but the majority at once showed their 
willingness to move if Synod felt it was in the 
interest of the work. It would not be true to say 


_ that the resolution passed’ with the utmost smooth- 


ness; it was bound to meet with some opposition 
from a conservative people as an ‘‘ innovation,”’ 


quite apart from the implication that henceforth | 
the minister was to consider himself a soldier of 
Christ who was to be willing to be drafted any- 


where, regardless of his own preferences. 


To the mind of the writer these two decisions 


in regard to the clergy were the crux of the Synod, 


not so much from the point of view of what has | 
been accomplished as from that of a definite chal- 
lenge to full-time service in spite of financial diffi- 


: 
= 
- 
| 
| . | 
t 


culties, and to having one’s sphere of service chosen 
and changed at will by the Church in the interests 


of the Kingdom of God. Whatever material results — 
may follow these changes, the fact- remains that a 
new standard was raised, there was a searching of 
consciences, and a noble response. This constituted 
a challenge for the laity too, and one could tell 
ties the words of some of the delegates that it had 
made them think how far they were willing to give 
up anything for the cause and also how far they 
were backing up the clergy. 
On top of this challenge came the ordination — 
of Mr. Lin-Tzen-chi to the diaconate, and it is | 
certain that there was a new realisation of what .. 
such a step involved. The ceremony was impres- 


sive and potent with the feeling that a fresh line 


of ministers in the Church was beginning. 
Another outstanding event of Synod was the 


meeting called to say “‘ Farewell ”’ to Miss Wells, 


the last of the pioneers of the C.M.S. West China 
Mission, after nearly 44 years of service. Some of the 


Chinese speakers remarked with a smile that they 


had not been born when Miss Wells came to China. 
One woman had learnt the words of a hymn when 


she was a tiny tot from Miss Wells, but had been 


forbidden to have anything more to do with the 
foreigners. Years later, after many vicissitudes, 
but still remembering the hymn of her childhood, 
she went to Miss Wells’ School for Bible Women. 
It was evident how much the Chinese all loved her, 
and we felt that they spoke from their hearts when 


| they urged that if she must retire from the work 
she should come back to rest among the ar of 


her adopted land. 


In trying to sum up one’s impressions of the | 
sub-Synod as a whole, one might: say that while | 
some responded nobly to fresh ideas and challenges, 


_ others felt a little strange'to their new respon- 


sibilities and somewhat reluctant to acquiesce in 
certain decisions which affected them personally. 
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What was done was more in preparation for a new 


task than the carrying out of it. A ploughhas cut ‘ 
- new furrows in our field so that the seed may drop a 


into deeper soil. 
A. 


N EWS FROM THE STATIONS. 


Day 1. Langchung (Paoning). Tanishan. | | 
” Although the Reds have not occupied this city, 


no missionaries have been able to return as the 


Communists are only five or six miles away. The 


Pastor, Rev. Y. T. Keo, has stayed on bravely, © 


‘shepherding the flock. Most of the out-stations are 
occupied by the Reds and many Christians have 


suffered heavy losses. 
The Orphanage had to flee from Tanishan in 


September, and the difficulties of evacuating be-— 


tween sixty and seventy orphans can easily be 
imagined. They are now settled down in ee 


Day 2. Tstien-Fuh-Ch’ang. 

_ This place is occupied by Reds, and all the 
Christians are scattered in various directions. The 
Rev. T. R. Yang is for the present helping at 
Futsunyl. 


Day 3. Sintientsi. 
The Reds are now occupying this district. 


Terrible stories have come through of the horrible 


cruelty of these evil men. Some of the Christians 
have fallen away under the testing and others are 
scattered. Miss Williams has left for England, but 


at the time of writing is ill in the C.I.M. Hospital, 
Shanghai. Miss Johanson is for the time in Hochow 


helping in the work of that station. 
Day 4. Kwangyuan. Chienchow. | 


The missionaries were compelled to leave, but 
Miss Carpenter and Miss Walton only retired -as 


far as Chienchow and held the fort there for some 
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months, going later to Futsunyi for a rest and 


change after a time of much strain. The Rev. 
S. T. Yang has stayed on at Kwangyuan but has 
crossed thé river, not remaining in the city. He 
has had a hard time as he and several members of 


_ his family have been very ill with dysentery. The 


mission premises are occupied by military. 


\ Day Pachung (Pachow). 


All this area is under Red control and the’ 
Church is broken up and scattered. ee 


: Day 6. Nanpu. Futsunyi. Sinchenpa. 


The a Wright, Dix and Wallis were not 
able to go to Nanpu. Miss Dix had a serious opera- 
tion in Chengtu, and then, furlough being granted, 


the three ladies proceeded to Shanghai, but Miss 


Wright was ill there and had to submit to a serious 
operation. There are no missionaries in Nanpu and 
the premises are occupied by the military. Occa- 
sionally a few Christians meet in the house of one 


of the Church members, but Church life is at an 


extremely low ebb. ‘Various attempts have’ been 
made to get the military to evacuate mission | 
property but without success. Keds are on the — 
opposite bank of the river and the situation is 


uncertain. 


Futsunyi. There is and cause 
for much thanksgiving in the work here, especially 
in the out-stations, and there have been a number 
of baptisms. Miss Culverwell and Miss Lloyd have 
been able to stay on, though at: times the strain has 
been very great and the military have only been 
kept out of the premises with difficulty. The Rev. 
T. R. Yang, from Tsien-fuh-ch’ang and Mr. Liu 


from I-lung, are temporarily helping at this centre. 


Pay Yingshan. 
Foreign missionaries and the Chinese Pastor 
evacuated in September and it has not been con- 


sidered wise for ladies to return. Miss Allen and 
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Miss Warren have made their headquarters at | 


Nanchung and have been doing out-station work. 


The Rev. S. M. Wang has been appointed to Nanpu, ~ 


but is at present giving temporary help at Sichung. 
The Rev. John Wang has been appointed to Ying- 
shan and is doing what he can to pull and hold 


_ things together. General Yang at one time came 


to live in the Mission premises ashe was ill, but is 
not there at present. The Reds are near, and some 
of the 6ut-stations have suffered severely from the 
military and local militia, who have taken their rice 
and burned their furniture. At Christmas, in spite 


of much distress, the city Christians subscribed a 


larger sum to the Sustentation Fund ($33.00) than 
ever ‘before in their 


September after a week or more of panic on the 
part of the inhabitants, when nearly all the local 
people left, and necessities of life were difficult if 


~not impossible to procure. Refugees from other 
parts poured through in unceasing streams and 


heart-rending sights were witnessed. Early in 
October Mr. Denham returned to spy out the land, 


and thinking the situation now safe asked Messrs. 


Pateman and Lloyd to return, which they did, hold- 


ing the fort alone for some six weeks while Mr. and — 


‘Mrs. Denham made a tour through the B.C.M.S. 
district, returning to Chowkow in early December. 
There is encouragement here, and during the year 


_ there have been fifteen baptisms. There is great 


need of another Chinese worker. 


Day 8. Nanchung (Shunking). 
Work has been progressing here as usual, it 


being the only station, with Futsunyi, not directly | 


affected by the Reds. The Rev. and Mrs. Stibbs 
and John have left for furlough and the Rev. and 
Mrs. Hannah have come to take over pro tem. till 


the Rev. and Mrs. Carpenter can come up from 


| 

| Chowkow. This station had to be evacuated in . 
ii 
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Hochow. A Relief Committee has been formed to 
give such assistance as possible to the many Chris-— 
tian refugees who have fled from the Reds, but the 
need is great and resources are few. The work 
under the German ladies is flourishing. Miss 
Wegerle is at Sichung, where the Rev. S. M. Wang 
is helping for a time. | 


It will be seen from the above reports how 
severely the Church has suffered from the onrush of 
the Reds in September. Hundreds of Christians are 
homeless and have lost all. Congregations have 
been broken up: Whole counties are under the 
control of the Communists. In some cases the 
military and militia have treated the people worse 
than the Reds have done (apart from killing them !). 
But it is a pleasure to report that even in thest 
distressing circumstances some Churches have been 
doing their best to press forward to the desired 
object of becoming self-supporting. By agreement 
with the C.I.M. the pastors’ salaries in ‘1934 should 
have been paid half by the Mission and halt by the— 
Churches. In view of abnormal conditions the 
Mission made a grant of an extra 25 per cent., so 
salaries were paid almost in full, for the Churches 
paid 23 per cent., a really good accomplishment. 

Diligent and earnest prayer is greatly needed for 
the Churches in this area. 


At the end of October, the Rev. jie Mrs. 
Denham started on a tour of over five weeks dura- 
tion round the B.C.M.S. area, and visited seven 
centres, staying for a longer or shorter time in each, 
meeting with very generous hospitality from the 
Chinese workers, and finding a great willingness on | 
the part of ‘‘ them that are without ”’ to listen to 
the Gospel. On the second day out, they walked 
right into a band of brigand leaders all armed with 
wicked looking revolvers, but by the mercy of God 
they were not molested, and were able to proceed 
in safety, having tiret given the -brigands some 
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tracts and told the leader he must appear before 


God. 
Day 9. -Kwangan. 
A well-attended Bible School was held foe hie 


days, followed by the District Council Meeting. 
Work here is not flourishing, but there have been a 


few baptisms, and a new prenenins, hall has been 


opened. 


Day 10. Yoch’ih, 


The work needs the prayers of God’s people, 
- Some Christians have died and ‘some have moved 
away, and Church life is at a low ebb. The Rev. Ma 


is much discouraged. Will you not pray that God 
may cheer him by letting him see some definite 


result from his work ? 


Day 11. Kuan-in-koh. 
The Rev. T. 8. Chao is working faithfully, 


though progress is slow. At the out-station of Peh- _ 
shih-ch’ang~ have rented and repaired 


a house and h ade quite a nice hittle church, 
with a little help from the mission. There is hope 
of the work there. | 


Day 12. Linshui. 


The work at this city is hard and dis- 


couraging, and yet there have been a few baptisms. 


- Some few Christians came in 70 li to attend a few 


_ days’ special Bible teaching conducted by Mr. 
Denham at the time of his visit. , 


Day 21. P’ingwu (Longan). 

The Bishop’s letter tells of his visit to this 
parish in the late autumn, when two women and 
two men were confirmed. Some old church members 
who for years haye been lukewarm have recently 
received blessing, and throughout the whole parish 
there is definite expectation of revival. 


Day 22. Chongpa. 


Miss Fugl writes: ‘‘ We have just had a visit 
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from Deaconess Lii of Suiting. A Bible School was 
held from November 27th to December 3rd, which 
was originally arranged for women only, but the 
men also attended and they too were greatly helped 
by Deaconess Lii’s ministry. She has conquered 
all hearts of the church members here.’”’ 


Day 23. Mienchow. 
Thousands of refugees from Communist-ridden 


areas have flocked into this city. Their plight is 


truly pitiable. The Government allows one ‘‘shen’”’ 


(rather less than a peck) of rice and one of maize 


to each person per month—scarcely sufficient to 
keep body and soul together. Oil and vegetables, 
etc., they have to beg or go without. Poor things! 
Most of them are from the better classes; the poor 
have less to fear. Harrowing stories are told by 
these people of the cruelty of the Reds. We have 


‘a special fund to help those who are Christians. 


There have been defizite tokens lately of the 
work of the Holy Spirit amongst the women, par- 
ticularly after the visit of Deaconess Lii. The 
latter is a most beautiful type of Chinese Christiar 
womanhood; would that there were more like her! 
Her addresses were listened to with rapt attention. 
Three women decided for Christ, and two of them 
have been admitted to the catechumenate. 


-, The Women’s Missionary Service League has 
been busy. Collection boxes have been tried for > 
the first time this year, and brought in $32; also 


a sale of work and a jumble have been held, and 
these realised $100. Some of this money has been 
given to the refugees and some to the School for 


the Blind, Chengtu. 


With regard to the Boarding eee Mr. 


Maxwell writes of a One by One’ Band which has : 


been started by eight of the senior students, who 


meet every Thursday night for special study on 


‘ How to lead men to Christ ’’; also of a teachers’ 


prayer meeting which has just been started by the 
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Principal—Mr. Wu Shuen-hsi. We thank God for 
signs of His working in this school. | 


Day 24. Anhsien. | 
A Bible School for women was conducted from 


November 22nd to November 26th; twenty-eight — 


women and a few big boys from the out-stations, 
together with the Anhsien women, attended. 
Deaconess Lii was the chief speaker, and it was a 
joy to look at the many beaming faces after the 
last meeting, and to hear the expressions of grati- 


tude that were poured out from touched hearts. We 


specially rejoiced over eight young women from one 

family in the country, who had all been won through 

the faithful witness of one of their relatives. Tney 

were full of zeal to learn more about the only living 
God and how to serve Him. 


Day 209. Mienchu. 


; The Church here is rejoicing over the return of 
its pastor—the Rev. P. A. Chang—who has been 


nearly a year away taking a course of study at 
the Central Theological School, Nanking. 

There has been much cause for thankfulness 
during the past year. Twelve adults and twelve 
children have recently been baptised, and seven 
young people have been admitted to the catechu- 
menate. A Bible School was held in November, 
when Deaconess Lii took a series of meetings. | 


Day 26. Tehyang. 
Pastor Chu reports that the numbers attending 


- Church are increasing, but asks prayer that back- 


sliders may be restored. 


Day 27. Hanchow. | 

Work is most encouraging in this parish. 
Numbers are steadily increasing at Sunday School 
and Children’s Service. At the end of November 


Mr. Arnold Lea (C.I.M.) held a week’s special - 


_meetings for boys and girls, when there was real 
blessing. The Women’s Missionary Service League 


» 
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held their Sale of Work i in October. This was most | 


successful. 

Deaconess Lii visited Hanchow at the end of 
October and was a great help to many. : 

Early in November a short Bible School was 
held at Kintang, at which Mrs. Holden helped. 
Mornings were spent in teaching the people who 
came, and each afternoon, meetings were held in 
the homes of Christians’ and others. : 


Day 28. Sintu. 


Karly in December a Bible School was 


held in the country, at the home of one of the 
Christians. Each day was occupied in teaching and 
visiting; and magic lantern services were held in 
the evenings. 


~*~ Mr. and Mrs. Lutley are away at Chefoo.. Mr. 


T. C. Lin the evangelist was ordained on January 


24th. 
Day 29. 


The Christians are as keen as ever to witness 


to the saving power of Christ, which they do every 
market day under the able leadership of Mr. Moh 
the evangelist. Evening classes are held several 
times a week, when as many as fourteen men come 


together to study the Bible. Mr. Sherwood (Church 


Army) spent some time in this city recently and 


was a great help to the church people. | 


On Sunday, September 16th, twelve aad 
were baptised. 


Day 30. Ghengtu. 


Work among women and children goes steadily : 
on in the P’i-fang-kai district, and the numbers 


attending the weekly meetings are very encour- 


- aging. “Some of the students from the Bible- 


women’s Training School at Fang-chen-kai are 


helping Mrs. Holden in this work. 


A Bible Study Circle for Christian women has 
been started and is much appreciated. Most of 
them are young and educated, and able to make 
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4a real sontrivation | in such a study circle, which is 
meeting a real need. 

Bishop Song has held nahi. two series of lec- 
tures on Christianity for students from Government 
_schools, and on these occasions the Church has been 
packed. Dr. Sherwood Eddy has also held a special 
mission for students, the results of which have been 
most encouraging. Some hundreds of students 
have been “spiritually awakened; over 500 have 
joined Bible study classes; and a number in the 
C.M.S. College have told Mr. Smalley of their 
decision to follow Christ. Prayer is needed that 
results may be definite and lasting. Dr. Eddy, in 
a report of his visit, writes: ‘*‘ China is the greatest 
evangelistic field in the world to-day, and Szechwan the 


greatest opportunity in all China. ~ Now is the time to 


| reap the golden harvest.” 


PERSONAL NOTES. 
Miss R. Dix and Miss M. Wallis have arrived 
in this country for furlough. They are both very 


tired after the prolonged strain through which they : 


_ passed in China. 
The Rev. A. M. and Mrs. $tibbs are expected 


home on March 28th. 


Miss Sanderson is sailing for China on April ‘ 


12th, to return to the Diocese. 


The Rev. R. B. and Mrs. Porter are very busy 


with deputation work in all parts of the country, 
and would lke prayer that their ministry may be 
fruitful. 
‘The Rev. Frank and Houghton left 
Shanghai at the beginning of February for a visit 
to the Diocese. The apparent improvement in 
political conditions may make it possible for them 
to visit Paoning as well as other centres. 

Miss H. E. Gough passed away on February 
2érd after a very painful illness, most patiently 
borne, in the city of Nanchung (Shunking). Her 
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‘Home-going i is a very serious loss to the Diocese as 
she was an experienced and greatly valued worker 
with over 30 years on the field. 


Mr. and Mrs. Sadler have been appointed to 


Fengkieh (Kueifu). 

Miss E. Fugl, Miss C. E. Belcher and Miss 
E. CG. Elder are all expected to return home on 
furlough at the same time as Miss Wells and Mr. 
and Mrs. Donnithorne. 

Dr. and Mrs. Anderson heb Sewing to 
return to West China very shortly. Dr. Anderson 
has been acting as-C.M.S. Medical Officer at Salis- 
bury Square during the visit of Dr. Cook to 


India. 


D.A.W. “ne ANNUAL MEETING. 


A service of Holy Communion is being 
arranged for Wednesday, ffions 5th (D.V.) at 11.30 
a.m., a Bride’ s Church, Fleet Street (by kind 
permiss of the Rev. A. Taylor). - This will be 
followed by the Annual Meeting at 3 p:m. at the 
Central Hall, Westminster. The Rev. E. Hayward, 
of Monkton Combe School, has kindly promised to 
_ take the chair, and the speakers will be Archdeacon 
Boreham and the Rev. H. W. Funnell. Full details 
will be circulated to subscribers in due course; and | 
it is hoped that all friends for whom it. 1s + possible 

will make an effort attend. 


RESIGNATION. OR BULLETIN 


SECRETARY. 


It is with very great regret that we have to 
record the resignation of Miss E. M. Knox, who has 
so generously acted as ‘‘ Bulletin ”’ Secretary since 

1923, but whose other work now makes it impos- 
sible for her to continue. At the same time, the 
Rev. W. Butlin, who has also done splendid. service 
_ in addressing and sending out. the magazines, is 


a 


retiring owing to advancing age. It is difficult to 
express adequately the great debt which the Asso- 


ciation owes to these two friends for all the un- 
grudging service which they have given us for so 
long; but we are sure that all subscribers will desire 
to assure them both of our warm Bratitede and 


-PRAYBR MEETINGS. 


The Prayer Meeting to be held (D.V.) a 
Buckingham Street, Strand, on Tuesday, Aprii 
2nd, will be the last of these monthly gatherings 


until the autumn. The needs of Western China will 
continue to be remembered, however, at the under- 


mentioned regular Prayer Meetings at which any 


who can attend will be welcome :— 


St. Stephen’s, E. Putney ... 1st Tuesday, afternoon. 
Emmanuel, Wimbledon _.... Ist Friday, 5.30 & 8.15 p.m. 
Haling Hall, Croydon _..... Ist Friday, 8.15 p.m. 

St. Michael’s, Braintree ... lst Saturday, evening. 

Holy Trinity, Eastbourne... lst Saturday, 5.30 p.m. 


St. Peter’s, Southborough... 4th Tuesday, 11.45 a.m. 
| Ist Saturday, 6 p.m. 
Thorsden, Guildford 


Woking... . 2nd Tuesday, 11.30 a. m. 
Christ Church, Beckenham... 4th Friday. 
St. James’, Dover ... ... 4th Sunday, evening service. 
St. Mark’s, Preston ... ... Tuesdays, 7.30 p.m. | 
Dunston, Lincs... ... Wednesdays, 3 p.m. 
Christ Church, Richmond ... Fridays, 8 p.m. (except Ist 

(Surrey) Friday). 

Parish Church, Sevenoaks... Fridays (two meetings). 
St. John’s, Ealing ... ... Fridays,’ 5.30 p.m. 
Christ Church, Blackpool ... Fridays, 7 p.m. 
Union Hali, Dover ... ... Saturdays, evening. 


Reigate Parish Church _... 4th Saturday. 
Christ Church, Barnet... 

Ferndown, Dorset ... 

St. Cuthbert’s Preston 

St. Luke’s, Chadderton 
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PRAYER CYCLE. 


‘LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 


TS’ IEN-FWH-CH’ ANG. 


‘SINTIENTSI 
KWANGYUAN, CHIENCHOW- 


PACHUNG (PACHOW). 

NANPU, FU-TSUEN-I, SINCHENPA. 
YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 
NANCHUNG 
KWANGAN. 

YOCH’TH. 

KUAN-IN-KOH. 

LINSHUI. 

CHUHSIEN, PU-CH’ I. 

TACHU. 


. TAHSIEN (SUITING), SUANHAN (TUNGHSIANG) 


LIANGSHAN, T’IENKIANG. 


-KATHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG- 


WANHSIEN. 


FENGKIEH (KWEIFD), YUIN-AN-CH’ ANG. 


MOWCHOW. 


_P’ING-WU (LONGAN), SONGPAN. 


CHONGPA. 
MIENCHOW. 
ANHSIEN. 


MIENCHU. 
TEHYANG. 
. HANCHOW. 
-SINTU. 


CHONGKIANG. 
CHENGTU. 


‘UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 
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SPECIAL SUBJBCTS FOR INTERCESSION 


AND THANKSGIVING. 


LET US THANK GOD 


For His servants Miss Wrig ht and Miss Gough, and 
for all the fruit of their wal in West China. | 


Miss .G. E. many years: of service in the 


ese 


For the happy sntitt shown in the Western su b-Synod | 
Asli and for the willingness of the workers to make 
decisions calling for real self-sacrifice. 


_ For the splendid contributions of Christians in the 
distressed areas to Church funds in —, of the abnormal 
conditions. 


For the manifest blessing | on the various: Bible Schools 
conducted by Deaconess Lii in the ©.M.S. district. For 
encouragement in the work at Futsunyi. | 


For the wonderful movement towards Christ among 
students in Chengtu; and for —: ot iis. — also 
in the Mienchow School. 


LET us PRAY 


That God will over-rule in the present serious political 
situation and deliver the Diocese from the continued 
menace of the Communist armies. For the refugees who 
are suffermg such hardships; and for guidance as to how 
their distress may be relieved. 


- ie blessing on the visit the Diocese of the Bethel 
Band. 


3 For the revival of the Church, particularly in the | 
P’ing-wu district, the B.C. M. S. area and’ in Yoch’ih. 


For the proposed service and Annual Meeting of the 
D.A.W.C. on June 5th, that God will bless both speakers 
and listeners, and that all iia cid wey be: made to 
His glory. eo 


For missionaries from the Diocese now on : iid or 
returning home, that they may be rested and refreshed ; 
and for those engaged on -deputation work. For those ex-_ 
pecting shortly to return to their work in: China. 


the Bishop and. all ‘his fellow-workers in the 
Diocese, that they may be kept in peace during these 

- troublous days, and may be enabled to make full use of 
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PRAYER FOR THE DIOCESE OF 
WESTERN CHINA. | 


Almighty God who hast purchased to Thyself a universal church 
through the precious blood of Thy dear Son, and hast promised 
‘that the Holy Spirit shall abide with that Church forever, we thank 
Thee for Thy people whom Thou hast redeemed in the Diocese 
of Western China. Especially we praise Thee for Thy servants 
Bishop Ku and Bishop Song, and for all the clergy, catechists, Bible 
women, teachers and others, who are facing with faith and courage 
the problems of these difficult days: May the things which have 
happened turn out to the furtherance of the Gospel. Grant that, 
while loving their country and seeking its highest welfare. Thy 
servants may joyfully recognise that their citizenship is in Heaven. 
Help them to be zealous as fishers of men. Make them faithful — 
and loving as shepherds of the flock. Fill them with Thy Spirit. 
Make them mighty in the Scriptures. Strengthen them where they 
are weakest. Look with mercy upon those who are in danger and 
distress through the horrors of brigandage, and the oppression of 
lawless soldiery. Restore any who through fear of man, the love 
of the world, or the attacks of Satan, have wandered from Thee, 
or lost their first love; and so revive Thy work by Thy Spirit in the © 
hearts of all that Thy Church may be to Thy praise and glory and 
that from Thy people the Word of Life —y sound forth arongeet 
the whole of Western: China. 


We pray also for Bishop Holden and all the foreign missionary 
workers. Give them a fresh anointing of Thy Spirit, and prepare 
them in heart and mind for the new conditions which they are facing. 
-Graciously use those who are compelled to remain at home, and 
grant that their places may be filled by others whom Thou hast | 
_ called and chosen to share the privilege of preaching ia China the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. We ask all in the name of Jesus. 
Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 
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